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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 I hope you had a good summer and that you were able to spend time with family 
and friends. I was able to be with my dad and I now look back with a deep sense of 
gratitude for the opportunity to say a loving goodbye. As my siblings and I took 
turns to hug him for the last time, I could not help but think of Christ's words: 
"Behold your mother"(John 19:25-29). In dad's case to us: 'Behold your 
brother.' At the burial site, I was asked to give the eulogy on behalf of the children. 
I summed up dad this way: ‘love of God, love of family, and love of neighbour.’ 
'That really summed up dad' was the response I got from my siblings, dad's 
colleagues, friends, and others. So, many thanks to you all for remembering us 
in your prayers. 

 
 

Now our hearts turn to another grieving family, the Royal family. 
 

 
 

We pray for them that they may feel God's peace and presence. I agree with the 
army of mourners who have praised Queen Elizabeth II for her devotion to duty in 
the face of many trials and tribulations of this life. But I would like to draw 
particular attention to her faith. Days before her coronation, she made a moving 
request to everyone: "I want to ask you all, whatever your religion may be, to 
pray for me, to pray that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out my 
solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, 
all the days of my life." During her coronation ceremony, the Queen was 
presented with a sceptre, orb, ring and crown, each emblazoned with the cross, 



symbolizing Christ's lordship overall. Although she was surrounded during that 
ceremony with gold and crown jewels, she was also presented with a bible which 
was described as follows: "the most valuable thing that this world affords." I 
believe she took those words to heart because from the day of her coronation, 
throughout her reign, Queen Elizabeth remained a weekly Churchgoer! For me, 
what is most notable is that she attended church every Sunday and then some 
during the week at a time when many Christians are falling away from the practice 
of their faith! She was a faithful and unpretentious follower of Christ evidenced by 
her Christmas messages. I understand her wish was to lay her crown at Christ's 
feet. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace and rise in 
glory. Amen. 
  
Finally, our hearts turn to a man of deep spirituality and profound understanding 
and experience of God, Nehemiah. I love the intimacy that comes from 
Nehemiah's special relationship with God: “But you are a forgiving God, gracious 
and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.” (Neh 9:17). And to 
that loving and forgiving God, we commend our loved ones and all the faithful 
departed. Amen. 

 

During the late Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral, I was moved by the archbishop’s final words before the 
body was moved to the crypt. He said, “Now let us remove the symbols of power from the coffin, so 
that our sister, Elizabeth can be committed to the grave as a simple Christian.” Immediately, the 
sceptre, the crown, and the orb were removed, and the lord chamberlain broke his wand of office 
and placed it onto the coffin. She was buried with nothing of value. The archbishop didn’t even 
include “Queen” to her name at that point. 
  
Life is indeed vanity. It is transient, and that should teach us all humility in how we live our lives, 
humility at home and at work, humility in our wealth and poverty, and humility in word and deed 
because, in the end, we will return to God with nothing. St. Paul says to Timothy, “We brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we carry nothing out (1 Timothy 6:7). 
A sobering thought is it not? 

 


