
November Newsletter 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
On June 4, 2022, more than 450 lay and clerical delegates gathered at St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School in Alexandria, Virginia to elect the 14 th Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of 
Virginia. The delegates elected the Reverend Canon Mark Stevenson on the second 
ballot. Now on Saturday, December 3, 2022, we are all invited to St. Paul’s Baptist Church, 
4247 Creighton Road, Henrico, Virginia at 1100 AM for his consecration service. Bishop 
Michael Curry will be presiding. All are asked to arrive by 1030 AM. Looking forward to seeing 
you there. 
  
That said, what is a bishop? A bishop is a successor to one of the Twelve Apostles, and they 
have to be consecrated by other bishops. You may recall that the Reformation raised many 
questions about the role of the bishop. In the English Reformation, those on the Puritan and 
Presbyterian side of the aisle wanted to abolish the office of the bishop and vest authority in 
the local congregations. Those on the catholic side of the aisle wanted to retain bishops as the 
authority in the Church. Which side of the aisle are you? God works in mysterious ways 
because the English Civil War settled that question in favor of bishops and the Church of 
England has since maintained three orders: deacon, priest, and bishop. Further changes were 
introduced in the English Reformation with the Monarchy and Parliament assuming a 
substantial role in the church’s governance. 
  
So, what power does the Episcopal bishop have? The Episcopal Church retained the threefold 
orders: deacon, priest, and bishop. The power of the bishop was significantly reduced, e.g. 
legislative authority (doctrine, discipline, and worship) was granted to General Convention 
which is made up of two houses – the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies (Laity, 
priests, and deacons). Both houses must approve any legislative action. 
  
So, what is the role of the Episcopal bishop? The Book of Common Prayer page 855 
addresses the question this way: “The ministry of a bishop is to represent Christ and his 
Church, particularly as an apostle, chief priest, and pastor of a diocese, to guard the faith, 
unity, and discipline of the whole Church; to proclaim the Word of God; to act in Christ’s name 
for the reconciliation of the world and the building up of the Church, and to ordain others to 
continue Christ’s ministry.” (BCP, p.855) To that end, the bishop is the chief priest and pastor 
of the diocese, and all other clergy derive their ministry from him/her. In the Church of 
England, we go a step further by saying – no bishop no church! If you are interested in the 
history of the Episcopal Church, please chat with Fr. Chris Agnew. 
  
Every blessing, 
  
Padre Lee Gandiya 

 

  

  



  

Update 

Mark your calendars: St Paul’s Oktoberfest 2023 is 23 September, from 3 to 8pm. There will 
be an Oktoberfest page on the new, in-progress St. Paul’s website so please keep your eyes 
out for that. 
 
Community Reach Out: Our primary goal of this Oktoberfest was to reach out to the 
community and invite them to St. Paul’s for a day of family fun. We achieved this goal. In 
talking with several people, we estimate that we had somewhere between 700 and 800 
attendees, many of whom were not St. Paul’s members. This number is based on several 
inputs. One of these inputs is that we parked over 320 vehicles during the event.   
 
Financial Information: We are close to finalizing our numbers, and it looks like we not only 
came out ahead by nearly $1,300 in cash, but we also purchased items that we need for 
future events, including equipment to accept credit cards. 
 
Lessons Learned: We did many things right to make this event a success, but there will 
always be room for improvement. Thanks to all of you who sent feedback on the event. The 
Oktoberfest committee recently met to discuss what we did right, areas for improvement, and 
new ideas. 
 
Steins and Caps: We have sold several steins and caps since last week. Each are still 
available for purchase for $20.00 each. If interested, please email me 
(purello.michael@gmail.com) and put PURCHASE in the subject line. 
 
Thanks again to all of you who made this event a success. Mike Purello 

 

  

  

 


